How to

PLAN TH
perrec
CLOAKROON

vs (o add a downstairs bathroom?
From finding thaspace and maximising every inch to
decorating idea§, we've asked the experts for their tips

Worns Yvette Murrell

hese days mostof us will havea or for when guests are allowed e visit, but
downstairs cloakroom, or we're thev can add value to your home as thev are
strongly considering putting one an accessible optinn. Plus, they offer that
in. In fact, any dwelling unit that all-important extra handwashing space as
has heen conseructed after 1999 will likely well as convenience. But with little wiggle
have a ground-floor toilet installed which room to play with, how can vou ensure vour
has been designed to cater for any visiting cloakroom works well and looks pood at the
wheelchair users as standard. Notonly same time? We asked the experts to share
are they convenient to have for oursclves their best pieces of advice... >
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' KNOW HOW

Jo Sangster,
semior designer, Ripples

WIHERE CAN
1 FIND SPACE FOR A
NEW CLOAKROONM?
“The most popular locagion is under the
stairs. Generally, chis is a very poordy used

area and it can be renovated by utilising the

space under the slope for the WO, with the
hasin at the other end of the room. Other
solutions include sectioning off partof a
utility:, dividing a large hallway, renovating
garage spaces, or éven stealing some floor
area from an old Kitchen as part of 4 larzer
remodel orestension. A good doakroom
should measiure around 8O 3 1200 or 80
& e, but this will of course depend on
heael hieights and the position of the door.
Lwould always recommiend a dooropens
outwards, as this will make the space teel
larger and much casier to use, When it
comes to installation, the location of the
soil pipe sometimes makes aceess dithealt,
which is a particular issue in terraced
houses. Alwayvs the sek advice of a trusced
mstaller when considering building a
cloakroom o ensure it can be done.”

Visgger Lily Pebbles opled for blush
honzontal metro files. o concrete sink
and decadent brass tops in her small

but perfectly formed cloakroom,
designed by Ripples
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Taye Froy, marketing muwm;-ﬂmﬁu‘:ﬁml'

WHICIT FITTINGS WILL WORK BEST?

"Wall-hung WS and basins with chromwe svashstands are a popular choice beeause they'ne
ideal For vreating the illusion of more space s g able tosee the foor tricks theewe.
“laps with shorter projections are also a great solution as they it perfectly into smaller areas.
lever storage is a must, 5o look for multi-functonal pieces such as a small comen vanity with
acuphoard orshelving under the bising or figed W and basinsolutions which
can b installed along one wall and allow fur coutertop and stomge space wo,” >

Bixiaglon's Aeskonchi cotnes wotkl: showet ma vk sk
clever option thof inconorares storage while helping you o save some spoace.
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Ben Bryden, sales and marketing director,
RAK Ceramics UK

HOW CAN I MAKE MY
CLOAKROOM FEEL
MORFE SPACIOUS?

“Creating the fedling of space in what generally

is the smallest room in the home iy seem
ke a challenue, but with a bicol design-savyy
thinking, it can be practical, sivlish, and even
Inok and feel biguer than it actually ix. Firstly,
itis important to keep things simple. Large-
tormiat tiles creace the illusion of more room,
which makes them a gond option tor the

rmitune

Hooring. Awoid sanitarvware and

with along profile, as this is more likely w
encroach while drawing the eve, making the
FOOM appRear small and o .':Illl\l.'l.l. Instead, ot
tor slim-line, low-projection hasins and taps,

which take up a small amount of space while

maintaining maximum funceionalicy,

ight ond giry. C

woshbasin, £695, Kaldews:,
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Mike Bennertr,
copsurer marketing manager, Geberit UK

HOW CAN T MAKE SURE
MY CLOAKROOM IS
EASY TO KEEP CLEAN?

“Cine solution wpeduce the tanstfer of genms is wopt
s st 11 s sensar-actvated il flush
plates. Likewise, Tl le- e Turmioore andd

sensur-activaled "'_1||‘.lli‘-l‘[ om cabines will li\lll'l‘ll'l

s ordust that 1 thermyp out ol sight.
Whatk more, these desis ill hikle unsightly pipe
hehind dw wall too - an added bonus”

hale washbasin, £271

washbasin und in

Chris Salmon, operations director;
Ouitiance Legal Services

"ABOUT PLUMBING

than tdeal i vou want to

Consicder bui

WILLINEED TO OBTAIN BUILDING
REGULATION APPROVAL?
“If you are planning to replace fixoares and fitings on a like-for-like basis, you no
unless you are making major material changes or instal fing an ¢ntire new space. New ol
its or alterations 1o existing ones .|u'<i|!.$;l_\"i ‘natifiable’ under Part I’ll'l‘l.!li'l‘l‘-lilllil1:_';
veians and will need w b wd off. Installing an extctor fan, for r\\m:p[c. will need
approval as it needs a new circuitand is a necessary addition if there is no external window, New
plumbing from a basin or WC t an existing drainage stack or external drain will need approval
to ensure there is adequate provision for drinage, Fortunately, tradespeople who are registered
as ‘competent persons’ can ofien self-certily internal work. Depending on the size of your project,

wou may not need W arrange for a local buikling otficer winspect and approve the works.” >




Samuel Heath's
Landmark Pure
mixes in uroan 8
brass, £1408. and
Duravit's Vero
handbasin, €194,
bath fiom CF Harl,
ore shown with e
Larnpas Marine
tiles, 872 per sq m,
frarm Tepps Ties.

Yousel Mansuri,
hevad of design, CP Hart

IIOW CANI

*Creatinga wow factor, a irn:al pﬂlnt isa
must. D to the lack of space your options
arelimired, so v a sculprusal basin, a
vanity in a bold eolour, or different finishes
foor the brassware. A'miemor with separite’
walll Tights e a pendiant will also ceate
drama. As thisis not the mastes suite,
300 can atfond t be more ereative and
playlul. How about injecting pauern and
colour with wallpaper lor a really impactiul
finish? The doakroom isw't a5 steamy or

wet as the main bathroom,
asafeoption to personalise your spave and
ereate something a licde different”
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Mike Manders,

managirng director, Lusso .
— * Qur sub editer Stefanie picks
the latest designs she spotted...

WHAT IS THE BEST
FLOORING FOR N =
A CLOAKROOM? :

“Blaternent designs area great way Lo

Fresh florals

add some personality Lo vour space = |
wee love seving statement tiles ina small
bathroom, Notonly will it give your scheme a
contemporary feel, itwill also leave you with
those hotel-luxe vibes, If yvou are going bold
with vour Hooring, I recommend keeping
vour walls simple. Monochrome is an
all-round great choice for a small space, but
vou can also introduce on-trend shades such
as dusky '_,|1:]|\_ sage green and oches |\.]'\[l]

tones wa compact cloakrom.”

back-to-wall teilel, lrom £713; walnut 1eilet
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Dance the night away

et from £219. oll The Albson Bath Compony

Jovee, Bright and orderly

B Pervin & Rowe

P& o 74 WHAT TYPE OF BRASSWARE IS
BEST FOR A SMALL SPACE? ,

ind €612 “Cloakrooms are increasingly seen as a place o expueriment and showcase your Sy ""-.._J

punch in CTetivity This bold, decorative approa h suils Laps ina _1_;n|n;| ar brass hinish 1§ | B
oy f‘(;:iu:t Loalk et [or satin ac polished brass tips that are unlacquered, so the finishes ‘l""""" %
Thés Pk Ko d will develop their own unigue pating over time, Clever, space-saving designs ane : i
basin by The Londs essential tor compace cloakrooms. Wall-mounted mixer taps are a good choice : .

Basin Company. as they allow for smaller basing and mean pipework can be hididen without the

need o 1|1u] stal. [t wall-mou lt|In[|ln-. are notan oprion, chirose a monohloe

style with a single lever to coneral flow and water emperature.”



