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Architect George Bradley on the perfect side return

Side returnextensionsare
aresponse towhatwe're
inheritingas ahousingstock
inthis nation, says George
Bradley, one half of Bradley
Van Der Straeten Architects. The UK isfilled with
vervsimilartypology of Victorian terraces, which is
whereside returns are most commonly added. Hals
offto the Victorians, but we think this design needs a

reinvention to accommodate contemporary living.

One key aspect to any good side returnis
the ceiling. Oftenpeople thinkabout gettinga
larger footprint, but aside return extension also
provides an opportunity to dosomethingdifferentin
termsoflight, and alotofthat comes down to how the
ceilingistreated. Awell-designed ceiling encourages
vou to look up, notice the sky and feel more in tune

with the outside than vouwould in a tvpical box room.

Planning starts with your living habits. Many
of our clients are people with children and the way

The light-filled
extension at
Vault House
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they want to live is an open-plan concept. Theywant
to be able to share the same space, rather than some
beinghidden awayin aseparate kitchen while the rest
of the familyis spending quality time together in the
living area. Everyvone’srequirements are different
though, whichis why ourside returns look so
different from one another - different ways ofliving

canbe translated into verv unique projects.

Work with an architect who is willing to
push your design. Takingastep backandhavinga
conversationwithan architect or adesigner who can
expand yvour mindsetbeyond the typical side return
canbeinvaluable. That person can bringsomething
else to the table that you might not have considered
before. A builderwill rely on the things they know,
whereas anarchitectural designer can take asolution
to another level, Find the right match for you by
lookingon the Royal Institute of British Architects

( R1BA) website.

Have the party wall built astride the
boundary, if you can. Youcansave around
150cm of floorspace compared to if youonly build up
tothe boundary. The key tonote hereisbuilding
astride the boundarvisto the neighbours’ advantage,
because when they come Lo build an extension

themselves, they get to use the wall, too.

Start with yourdream, and work out a plan
from there. Oneof our favourite side return
extension projects iscalled Bladerunner House.
Here, the homeowners had a love for the Brutalist
architecture of the Southbank Centrein London,
sowe incorporated concrete blades to divide up the
large rooflightin the side return, framing the light
beautifully. Anotherstandout extension project
forus is Vault House - atrulystunning example
ofhowsculptural vaulted
ceilings can help create
form, volume and light.,
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